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THE NORTHERN PROVINCE

Located 17-57-22 north, and 27-22-23 degree east, covering an area
34800 sq km in northern Sudan, bordering Egypt on the north, Libya
on the north west and other Sudanese district( Kordufan ,Darfur, Nile
River ,and Khartoum on the east and south .It enjoys a Sahara
environmental (hot, dry summer, cool winter ).

Population : estimated just under a million, houses. 7 districts:
Halfa, Delgo ,Burgaug, Dongola, Golid, Debba ,Merowe .

Transport: accessib sites are accessible through fly hits, buses , and
net of paved highways .

Other facilities, include hotels , rest houses, markets , petrol stations,
clinks , all within reach of all touristic detonations.
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The Technical university of Abdalatif Alhamad (A AUT) at Merowe was
meaning to develop a joint program with regional or international
academic institutions mutually interested to study, analyze and
reexamine the current issues of cultural sciences on these of focusing
on those of ancient civilizations of Sudan and .

Accordingly an agreement was reached with the Russian State
University for humanities to implement a joint program addressing the
scientific issues in question through teaching , research ,seminars
,conferences, visits by staff of both Universities .Utilizing the wealth of
cultural data in Sudan ,combined with high tech, and rich and long
experience in Russia to fulfill those objective for both sides. towards
abetter standing .Besides ,this will also result in promotion of tourism in
the Northern Province of the Sudan rich as known, in touristic centers.
They go from archaeological sites, to traditional markets with various
traditional crafts to folklore festivals ,and kinds of the biotic species
.Nature provides calm Nile water flow , green Islands, sandy shores,
golden desert ,all of which colored by unpolluted air. It is a place for
resting ,relaxing .A great opportunity for a great enjoyable time .
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KURRU SITE:-

Kurru marks a turning point in the history of the Sudan a world power.
The cemetery houses earliest burial ground of the kings and queens
of the 25™ Napatan dynasty, who ruled Egypt for 100 years( 760-650
B.C) and their ancestor . The site dating to 1100-650 BC is located 15
km south of Barkal on the right bank of the Nile , where the tombs of
the early chiefs of the royal family were buried in traditional mound
graves and mastabas. The kings (Alara ,Kashtu,Piankhy ,Shabku,
Shibitku , and Tanwitamany) were later buried in pyramids built over
rock —cut chambers decorated in paintings and inscribed hieroglyphic
.showing figures of the deceased and their diets. The site also includes
a rock —cut temple mortuary for practices. in later during, the Christian
area it was reused.
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NURI SITE :-

16 kms upstream from Gabal Barkal on the left side of the river, lies the
site of Nuri. the second burial place where 19 Napatan kings and 53 of
their queens ,starting with Taharga to Nastasin(663-315 BC) with the
exception of tow royal, king and queen who were buried at Kurru for
unknown reasons. Though the center of the state was moved south to
Meroe in 593 B.C, Nuri continued to be the rest place for the royal
family. The cemetery shows traces of an unexcavated mortuary

temple , same as that al Kurru.
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GABAL BARKAL SITE -:

Gabal Barkal witnessed most of the events of the ancient history of The
Sudan. In the 16th century B.C an Egyptian invasion to northern
Sudan. sacked the kingdom of kerma and pushed south to Gebel Barkal
and beyond .Here at the bottom of the cliff of the Gabal the Egyptian
pharaohs of the 18" dynasty , namely Thutmose 1,3,4 ,Akhenaton and
Ramses 2" constructed temples and Gabal Barkal became the second
sacred place for Amon after karnak .Napatan and Meroitic kings also
erected temples there ,Taharqa cut four colossal figures for himself on
the eastern face of the Gabal. Moreover the Mountain overlooks a
large landscape to the east of it and have two groups of royal pyramids
on its southern and western side and foundations of palaces on the
northern side. The site remained a religious center for over 1500 years .
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SANAAM ABU DOM SITE:-

Napata is a place name piven to an area, a town, or otherwise ,in the

vicinity of Gabal Barkal , but remained unspecified . It was suffused to

be the town — site of the Kushite kingdom of Napata (1000-3 BC). And
assumed to be the present site at modern Meroe 5 km south of Gabal
Barkal on the opposite bank.

Excavations revealed a large town flourished during the rule of kushite
dynasty and shortly after over Egypt (670-591 B.C). It yelled alary
cemetery ,a large temple for Amon ,remain of could be a palace, a
treasury and the names of known kushite kings.
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ALZUMA SITE:-

AlLzuma village is located 20km south of Gabal Barkal on the right bank
of the Nile .The site dates to mid century A.D is characterized by a
number of great grave mounds rising high on the surface of the
ground. They turn to be the graves of the royal figures of early rulers of
the local state of Mukoria of the post- Meriotic era.
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GHAZALI SITE-:

Here we have one of the few monastic churches of the Christian era in
Sudan .itis well situated on the southern bank of wadi AbuDom, 16
km east of Gabal Barkal on in the edge of the desert . the monastery is
enclosed by small settlements made of a cluster of monks ceils and
complex of other units with a nearby cemetery.
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KAJEBI SITE:-
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In the middle of the 17" century the chiefdoms of the Shaygia were
strong enough , though not united ,to revolt against the Fung saltant of
Sinnar (1504-1821 A.D) causing the first major un repairable crack in
the sultanate structure and cutting Sinnar from major trading centers
in Nubia and Egypt. They formed series of fortifications between the
4™ cataract and Dabba . At Kajebi 10 km south of Gabal Barkal stone
wall and an enclosure were constructed on the highest ground
together with a watching tower crowning the highest cliff, overlooking
the landscape many kms distance. The whole complex was heavily

shelled by the Turkish army in its 1821 invasion .
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Merowe East SITE:

Situated on the opposite bank of the modern town of Merowe .By
this name” Merowe” it was mentioned in many old references of the
15" — 19™ century travellers and explorers .Being on the opposite side ,
the modern town of Merowe took the name when Kitchener the leader
of the Birch army camped there in 1896 on his way to Khartoum
.Merowe East was small village housing a Napatan building before it
1821. when the Turks put the whole of today Sudan under the Ottoman
empire .To strengthen their sovereignty the they construct a large
compound with an administrative center, fortified with towers ,
residences , and mosque with a minaret .Though the town was mostly
plundered, most of the walls are still standing .
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KHANDAG SITE-:

Sits on a bend of the Nile, 65 km south of Dongola on the left bank of
the Nile it goes back in history to the end of the Egyptian New Kingdom
(1000BC) .Later it was developed as an important trading port on the

18



Nile and a center for trade routes from Egypt, western and southern
Sudan ,during the Islamic era, The site contains a harbor for boats.
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The site of old Dongola :-

Dates to the pre Christian state of Mukurra but slated to flourish when
Mukurra was convicted to Christianity about 5 to A,D. and became the
capital .During the 2 nd hall of the 7" century A.D the city to series of
attack by the Egypt Muslim north, that were ended by the famous Baqgt
treaty .The treaty known the area in peace and determined the
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Christian —Muslim (Arab —Nubian )relation for another 600 years before
the end of the Christian state.
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KAWA SITE :-

Seven km upstream from dongola on the right bank of the Nile lies the
archaeological site of Kawa which dates back to the time of the state of
kerma long before its occupation by the New kingdom to northern
Sudan. Later it took the name, of “Gematon” a name identify it with
Akhenaton who built a temple there for Aton the deity who replaced
Amon. The site has two surviving temples erected by Tutankhamon
and another by Taharqa together with an unexcavated settlement
dated to the Napatan —Meroitic era(680-B.C 320 A.D).
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KERMA SITE :

The town of Kerma is situated 30km south of the third cataract on the
right bank of the Nile, dated to(2500-1500B.C) it formed the first and
earliest organized state in Africa south of Egypt .The site contains 2
great mud-brick buildings known as “Dafofa” (meaning in Nubian
ancient monumental building ), together with a settlement and royal
tumulus tombs, some with over 200 skeletal remains of human
sacrifices and other local customs such as resting the body on a local
wooden bed accompanied with local material. Excavations in the site
revealed pottery of special kind and other objects indicating a rich
community .Attempts were made by Hyksos who were ruling lower
Egypt to attract kerma to join them in conflicts with the 17" dynasty
of upper Egypt .Kerma was later attacked and destroyed by the
Egyptian 1450 B.C.
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SADINGA SITE:-

Located south of Sai island on the left bank of the Nile .it revealed
evidence of a temple and some buildings dated back to kerma
phase(2500-1450 B.C) and the Egypion Middle(2150-1580B.C) and New
kingdom (1500-1100 B.C ).The site showed evidence of a destroyed
pyramid attributed to king Taharga, but revealed no burial remains. It
was suggested to be the place where the great king who spent most of
his ruling era in Egypt was buried .The assumption was built on the fact
that Taharga pyramid (Nuri 1) when excavated has revealed no
evidence of a royal figure.
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SULIB SITE:-

The site of Sulib lies on the left bank of the Nile south of Sadinga .Here
Amenophis the 3" (1405-1370 B.C) of the 18th dynasty constructed
the second finest temple (after Karnak) in the Nile valley Though the
temple was frequently quarried , it still stands as the most impressive
monumental building in Dongola reach .Granite statues of rams and
lions originally in front of it were removed to various localities and
museums in and out of Sudan.
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AMARA WEST:-

Amara is a New kingdom town, few kms north of the town of Abri on
the left bank of the Nile. It was founded by Seti 1 st of the 18th dynasty
as a center to control the newly occupied area. of northern Sudan .It
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remained inhabited during the 18™ -20™ dynasty, and showed to be
an integrated complex town with a temple an administrative court .a
settlement and a cemetery. excavations revealed as.
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Petrified forest:-.

It is a natural site lies 4 km west of Kurru royal cemetery on an edge of
the desert in an area where currently no blade of grass can be seen
.The site sits on a rocky sandstone formation intersected by narrow
gorges. Fossilized trunks ,branches and roots of long and large trees
alien to the known natural history of the area sit on and embedded in
the formation .The site was not subjected to any paleontological
studies but surface remarks suggest a cretaceous date (60-65 million
years).
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